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	S

Leaders went into the crowded streets of the slums and through the force of their eloquence, cleverly directed the ignorant and vulgar mob, making of it a blind and formidable instrument to serve the cause they had embraced.
	S

Maillard organized a revolutionary police to ferret out the suspects, the game for the guillotine, earning thus his nickname of “the knocker.”
	S

History does not know them; buried in the mass of people, they are not easily distinguishable, and their influence is more suspected than proven. It was to their own interest to remain hidden, for, in case of failure, they could disappear and escape pursuit, free to begin all over again a little later. He is an obscure leader, unknown orator, and forgotten rebel rouser.
	S

Revolutionary Frenchmen called sans-culottes: stormed the Bastille, extended their nations boarders by defeating the best armies of Europe’s monarchs, survived and even prospered amid the cruel excesses of the Terror, and demanded equality at the point of a pike. They were clerks, tradesmen, lawyers, teamsters, bakers, merchants, and men without fancy breeches.

	S

But the crowd would not agree. They continued to shout “No surrender, no surrender” and went on firing at the walls. After making the garrison prisoner, the crowd rampaged through the building, breaking down doors, shattering windows, and smashing furniture.
	S

At first the besiegers had the worst of the fighting. By three o’ clock, more than eighty of their number lay dead on the cobble stones, and as many more had been wounded.


	S

At last the mob grew impatient. Two men climbed on the roof of a nearby building and hacked through the chains of the outer drawbridge. The mob continued to grow, and the people became more sullen. Some of the bolder demonstrators began to rock the royal coach and shout insults.
	S

The adventurers replied with a volley that sent the crowd reeling back. Soon the steady crackle of musketry rose into the summer air.



	S

Conditions had improved little since the fall of the Bastille, and the newly appointed city government – the Commune – which had replaced the emergency committee of electors, had been unable to improve the food supply.


	S

The new mayor met the penitent and humbled king at the city gates and escorted him to the city hall along streets lined by militia. Almost all the citizens turned out to see them pass.


	S

On July 17,1789, the king arrived in Paris to make peace with his rebellious subjects.


	S

The Mountain followers of Marat and Hebert were known as the enrages, or “maniacs.” They were the most violent.

	S
A contemporary had called Danton the Lord High Sans-culotte and the title fitted him perfectly, for he was, in some ways, no better than some of his shady friends – many of whom were outright criminals.


	S
Provincial national guards or blue-coated federes were a rough and ready crowd who soon made a bad name for themselves by making arbitrary street arrests.
	S
The clergy split into two hostile groups. “Constitutional priests” took the loyalty oath, as did mayors, deputies, and other elected public officials. Rebel clergy refused to swear the same oath of loyalty to the constitution and were dismissed as non-jurors.


	S
The tough women of the fish market, who organized the demonstration, amused themselves by tearing down shop signs, inventing blood curdling tortures for the queen, whom they hated, and sharpening their long knives on the milestones.
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	S

Simon the cobbler was the brutal guard assigned to torment the queen’s son. The “baker’s boy” is thought to have died in the Temple after the Terror.


	S

Each form of government in France scrawled down a constitution often on a draft of air and whim as a means of legitimizing their precarious rule.


	S

Danton was its first leader. Its nine members held their meetings in secret, and they had control of large secret funds to pay for their services of spies and informers.
	S

Bread riots broke out during the early summer of 1789, and gendarme was called in to bring them to a halt. Cavalry patrols clattering along the streets were stoned by the mob. When troops arrived to restore order, they were met with a shower of stones, tiles, and broken furniture, and they fired back, killing many of the rioters.

	S

Paris National Guard, the recently legitimized un-regulated militia, humiliated the royal bodyguards and cowed the Flanders Regiment by escorting the king to Paris from Versailles against his will. Lafayette was their figurehead leader and he promised to protect the Bourbon family.


	S

Chaumette was ruthless to Marie Antoinette. It was he who brought to the General Council the odious accusations which Hebert had the audacity to repeat before the full sessions of the Tribunal.
	S

Revolutionaries’ fears seemed to be shared by the assembly, which gave legal standing to the militia and named it the National Guard. blue-coated “federes” as they were called.


	S

Jacques Louis David was a leading political painter during the Revolution. One of his most famous works dramatically detailed the Tennis Court Oath.

	S

The power of the Jacobins came from their leadership of a network of hundreds of similar clubs across France. Although it was basically a debating society where politically minded citizens could air their views, the most powerful of the political societies was the Jacobin Club. Lafayette and Robespierre were members. The Jacobins pronounced “terror the order of the day.”
	S

Too poor to qualify as voters, the sans-culottes found a political voice in the Cordeliers. The loudest protest came from this political society that concentrated in Paris. Danton, Desmoulins, Marat, and Hebert were members. They were determined to destroy the Girondists at the point of their bayonets.
	S

They called themselves the Patriots, but they were more often referred to as the Center for they sat in the center of the assembly hall. They wanted a government in which the king ruled France and the Assembly madder her laws.


	S   Paris Watch Committee controlled the police and the prisons. The ragged, drunken Marseillais, the rowdiest and most lawless of the federes as well as the sans-culottes, often directed their enforcement measures. Accompanied by a deputy on mission, watch committees turned the provinces into a nightmare of fear, bloodshed, destruction.

	S

Committee of Public Safety was streamlined, powerful, and ruthlessly effective under the control of the Mountain extremists. Authored the Rule of Virtue and Terror. Destroyed the inefficient General Defense Committee.
	S

The most extreme wing of the left in the Legislative Assembly was nicknamed the Mountain because it sat in the raised seats at the end of the hall; they advocated a republic and the interests of the sans-culottes of Paris, especially with emergency measures.
	S

Girondists claimed to be champions of the provinces and upper middle class men of property. They were delusional idealists and dreamers; they imagined themselves as incarnations of the noble leaders of ancient Rome. They preferred theory to practice. Several fugitive Girondists committed suicide to escape capture and the guillotine.
	S

Feuillants were conservative deputies in favor of restoring the monarchy and they were the precarious minority.
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	S

Georges Jacques Danton, tough & decisive, was a big man in size as well as spirit. With flaming eloquence, facial scars from smallpox, quick intelligence, and a huge frame; he antagonized his political adversary, especially the Girondists into submission. The boss became Minister of Justice.  Fluent in English & Italian. Guillotined.
	S         He was physically repulsive; he looked like a “hideous insect” according to Levasseur and a “monster” to others. Jean Paul Marat with quill and paper effectively managed the restless mob of Paris better than any during the Reign of Terror. In the thick of every disturbance in the city and his name was linked with dreadful events. Assassinated in his bathtub.
	S

“These monsters must be unmasked and exterminated, or I must perish!” Maximillien Robespierre was known as the Incorruptible, but he had never been forced to work with his hands or face poverty or starvation. His navigational skills at the Committee of Public Safety were extremely dynamic and terrifyingly effective. 
	S

A special court was needed to handle crimes against the state, and the Revolutionary Tribunal was voted into being. No appeals were allowed from the Tribunal’s decisions. It had authority to try all counterrevolutionary acts, all attacks upon the Republic and security of the state, and all plots hostile to the liberty, equality, and sovereign rights of the people. It became a tool of the Mountain.

	S

They bridged the moat with a plank, and a pale, consumptive young bookkeeper named Stanislas Maillard dashed across to take the Bastille governor’s surrender note. Joined the howling mob of women that forced open the doors of the Hotel de Ville on October 5, 1789 and took them on a twelve mile muddy march in the rain to Versailles. The next day he came back to Paris in one of the Court’s carriages.
	S

Although he was a nobleman, the Count of Mirabeau had been elected by the people of Aix to represent their interest as one of the 600 deputies in the Third Estate. “Tell your master,” Honore Gabriel Riquetti Mirabeau bellowed at the startled official, “that we are assembled here by the will of the people, and that we will leave only at the point of a bayonet.” Spokesman for the rebels, royal advisor, disliked by the queen and his last act, as he lay on his deathbed, was to write the one word “sleep.”
	S

Napoleon Bonaparte forced Lord Hood to beat a hasty retreat under the threat of cannon calibrated and directed using formula developed by the serious mathematician Fourier. In the wake of confusion, rebellion, and government chaos came 16 years of Napoleon dictatorship.


	S

Lazare Carnot (1753-1823), captain of engineers and author of several brilliant military works, became head of the much-feared Revolutionary Army of France as a member of the Committee of Public Safety. His discipline, audacity, and coordination skills coveted by the monarchs of Europe.



	S

Hebert’s death was gruesome; he fainted before the Tribunal; he had hallucinations during his last night. He collapsed in front of the guillotine; he had to be carried, almost unconscious to the fatal scaffold. Decapitated March 4, 1794. Jacques Rene Hebert, behind the mask of Pere Duchesne was a terrible braggart, with filthy words in his mouth that ceaselessly claimed heads for the executioner.
	S   

His popularity secured him the chief command of the Parisian National Guard. Francois Hanriot obtained the suppression of the Committee of Twelve. Called “the Country’s Savior” by Marat. Compromised by the Hebertists. Saved by Robespierre’s protection. Freed by Coffinhal. Found, wounded, hidden in an outhouse. Finally taken to the guillotine in the Place de la Revolution.
	S

He had grudges and grievances and a sense of dramatic retribution. He was the only member of the Committee of Public Safety who did not come from a comfortable position in society. Collot D’ Herbois demanded death “under the vault of nature” for those who gave out false news. In the counterrevolutionary rebellious city of Lyons, he immediately ordered a new “national tool, otherwise known as the holy guillotine” and fusillades.

Excitable actor & playwright.
	S   

Fournier, the American, was another “Septembrisor.” According to Madame Roland, his pale, sinister, mustached face and his three belts of pistols succeeded in frightening many people. Accused by Marat of being “present at all the rebellions” and of attempting to assassinate L Fayette at the Champ de Mar. Died finally in Paris, almost an octogenarian, on July 27, 1825.


	S

Charles Maurice de Talleyrand, subversive Bishop of Autun, suggested that the nation take over the Church’s land and sell it to pay off the national debt. A howl of protests arose from the high-ranking prelates. At the Altar of the Nation, Talleyrand delivered the first mass – the last he was ever to say.
	S

“The revolutionary march takes no holiday,” said Fouche. He was a lover of power, a hunter of suspects, and a user of devious methods, especially in Lyons.  “All is permitted to those who act in the Revolutionary direction” – excerpt from the Instruction to the Constituted Authorities ordered by a Temporary Commission in Lyons. Fouche, a respectable family man, preferred to work behind the scenes, delighted in anonymous omnipotence. One of the few who survived and eventually elevated as the magnificent Duke of Otrano.
	S

Butchers have played a part in all the Parisian revolutions. Legendre carried on the tradition. He took part in all the manifestations. He led the crowd to the Invalides to get arms; he went to the assault of the Bastille. Loving eloquence, he frequented the clubs. He became a member of the Jacobins and contributed to the founding of the Cordeliers. At the Convention, he voted the king’s death. Greatly admired Danton, but denied him before the “incorruptiable’s eyes.” The remorse of his betrayal haunted him Died in 1797. His wife died of her fright.
	S

Chaumette was executed on April 13, 1794. “Flat on his belly he pleaded,” said Michelet, a terrible expression that branded for eternity the cowardice of the General Prosecutor of the Paris Commune. During the sinister happenings of the September massacres, he was in Normandy, engaged in overseeing the conscription of sixty thousand men. “No more quarter,” he attacked the Girondists “no more pity for traitors.” He did not hesitate when he felt threatened, to betray his friends like a coward and to slander them hypocritically for his own protection.
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	S

Ambitious Madame Roland was the nagging puppet master of Jean Marie Roland. Her crazy megalomania caused his suicide and her decapitation during the reign of terror. He was a lover of red tape and “o Liberty, what crimes are committed in thy name” her last words.
	S

Jacques Brissot, an ex-journalist who had been sentenced to the Bastille for his attacks on the court, became leader of the powerful Girondist. He advocated crusade against the tyranny of the European kings.
	S

They elected Jean Sylvain Bailly, a well-known astronomer, to preside over their meetings. Bailly read out a motion in the form of an oath, which the Assembly approved with but one dissenting vote. Known to history as the Tennis Court Oath. In 1793 Bailly, ex-mayor of Paris was dragged from his country retreat & executed.
	S

Emmanuel Abbe Sieys was present during the swearing of the Tennis Court Oath. Survived the Revolution by retreating to the background. Draft of a new constitution in 1795 was based on a new theory put forward by this resurrected priest. The Directory, as the new government was called, failed.



	S

Charles Dumouriez, defiant general of the French army was able to outsmart the Girondist, but Jacobin propagandist inspired a mutiny among his men. Disgusted with the whole Revolution, he took his horse and deserted to the Austrian lines.


	S

Charlotte Corday planned a theatrical assassination of Marat on the floor of the Convention, but settled for bathtub demise. Like the delusional Girondists she admired, her moody head was stuffed with the works of Rousseau. However, she added to her romantic dreams of glory the hardheaded practicality of the Norman farmers. “I killed one man” she said, “in order to save a hundred thousand.”
	S

The royal family jailer, Rocher sang revolutionary songs to annoy them, insulted them, and knowing that Louis detested the smell of tobacco, went out of his way to blow the foul reek of his pipe in the king’s face.
	S    As Parein said, it was absolutely essential “to impress terror on the brows of the rebels if we do not wish to run the risk of being assassinated ourselves.” He was president of the Tribunal of Seven in Lyons. It believed in the Terror, in creating confidence by fear.

Lyons, key to the Rhone valley, during a federalist rebellion revolted against the Mountain Convention.



	S

Paris had always been the storm center of France. Its narrowed streets, crowded with ancient tenements, housed a motley population of half a million citizens who were always ripe for trouble.
	S

Louchet, an almost unknown deputy rose from his seat and shouted, “ I demand the arrest of Robespierre.” The conspiracy succeeded. The axe had fallen. The leader of the Committee of Public Safety was hustled from the chamber.
	S

Six thousand men had been recruited from the loyal sections and placed under the command of an ex-officer named Barras. He arrested Robespierre and five years later he summoned Napoleon to lead the regular army.
	S  “Terror was painted,” wrote Ronsin to the Cordeliers club in Paris “on every face. The deep silence that I took care to recommend to our brave troops made their march even more menacing and terrible.” He had a low opinion of Lyons. Elevated to commander of the Revolutionary Army prior to being decapitated.  “The guillotine and fusillade have done justice to more than four hundred rebels…. grapeshot launched by our cannoneers, will have delivered us in a single instant of more than four thousand conspirators. It is time to shorten the forms.”

	S

In 1789 the king’s wily finance minister Jacques Necker noticed the common people’s resentment against the ambitious nobles and clergy. He persuaded Louis to double the number of deputies in the Third Estate, increasing it from three hundred to six hundred, so that it equaled the other two combined.
	S

By an ironic twist of fate, Leopold II, emperor of Austria, mysteriously died on March 1, 1792, the day set for his answer on the insolent demand from France.
	S
Marie Antoinette hated by the people and she returned their hatred with interest. Madame Deficit was the least offensive nickname that the French had invented for their foreign queen. (The Austrian woman, as her people also called her – for the queen never made secret of her preference for the land of her birth) The queen wanted Louis to go to Austria, raise an army, and return to wipe out the revolutionaries. Guillotined.
	S

King LouisXVI succeeded to the throne in 1774 and was the last Bourbon despot. Under his weak and wavering rule, the French aristocrats at last rose in rebellion. He made and repaired locks like a common artisan. He dabbled in mathematics. Affairs of state bored him.
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	S

It was rumored that the king’s cousin wanted to replace Louis and that he employed spies to stir up the people against the king. He supported the popular outcry for reform more to irritate the king that from any political conviction and he was twice banished to his country estate for his trouble. Guillotined.
	S    Count of Artois was an arrogant, feather-brained rake. A wild gambler, he was forever in debt, from which he was rescued by the king’s generosity. Loathed by the common people. He had a high opinion of himself as a statesman, and he constantly tried to force his narrow-minded views on Louis. Luckily, the king chose to ignore his brother’s advice, for Artois was easily the stupidest of a family that was not noted for brains.
	S

Monsieur, as he was known officially. The Count of Provence was a typical Bourbon, as fat as Louis but unlike him in every other way. He was cunning, ambitious, and frustrated, for there was no room for advancement at Versailles. He despised his dull-witted older brother, and he was one of the busiest intriguers at a court that specialized in intrigue.
	S

Marquis de Launay, governor of the Bastille prison, and his garrison of about eighty pensioners from the Invalides, reinforced by thirty Swiss Guards from the military college raised the draw bridges, ran out the cannon, and waited to see what would happen. Under heavy escort he was taken as far as the steps of city hall, but the crowd overwhelmed his protectors and cut his throat. His head was hacked off and paraded through the streets on a pitchfork.

	S

The details of escape planned by Count Axel Fersen Marie’s most ardent admirer were not executed good enough. This capable intriguer and the queen’s favorite was sent to Paris as the representative of the King of Sweden. Disguised as a coachman for over three hours his nocturnal comings and goings safely deposited the Royal family at the St. Martin gate in four bold separate carriage sorties. 
	S

Marquis de Favras, who had dreamed up a wild scheme to raise an army in the south and march on Paris, was condemned and executed. 
	S

On August 4, Lafayette’s brother in law, Viscount de Noailles, proposed the abolition of feudal rights and the Assembly passed the measure in a great burst of revolutionary enthusiasm.


	S

Baron Besenval, the military commandant of Paris, finally withdrew cavalry patrols when a squadron of horsemen charged the crowd near the Tuileries Gardens and was driven back by a shower of rocks.



	S   Lolling courtiers became permanent fixtures, pleasure-loving sponges, and elegant parasites at the king’s court. They blew raspberries at each other while eating, drinking, moving, and standing, in an indolent or relaxed manner.
	S

The most stubborn resistance to the Revolution came from the royalist cliques at Louis’ court. Foremost among these groups was the Austrian Committee led by the Count of Artois and Marie Antoinette. Counterrevolutionary.
	S

Louis was thoroughly alarmed by these measures. He spent time desperately – and vainly – searching for some means of halting the Revolution, only to fall back on his old policy of armed force, the policy that had already brought him to the brink of disaster. He summoned the Flanders Regiment and standing amid a litter of trampled revolutionary cockades, the counterrevolutionary officers toasted the royal family.
	S       For the second time in a month the king was forced to bow before the will of the people. The Count of Artois and other members of the Austrian Committee were disgusted by Louis’ surrender and fled abroad to carry on their fight from foreign soil; they were the first of a long list of aristocratic émigrés. Three hundred die-hard monarchists who had steadily opposed the reform of the government resigned rather than risk their lives among the rebellious and unruly people of Paris. Most of them fled abroad to join the ever-growing army of émigrés.

	S

Defenders rallied to restore the monarchy. They were offended by the rude proposals designed to notoriously limit their ambition, liberty, and family freedom. But no sooner had the defenders laid down their arms than they were overwhelmed by the maddened crowd.
	S

Louis called up seventeen regiments of Swiss and German Mercenaries and stationed them near Paris and Versailles. The king had been forced to rely on foreign troops because he no longer trusted his French soldiers.
	S

The commotion reached its peak in early July of 1789 when units of the Kings’ Swiss Guards marched into the city and went into camp on the Champ de Mars, the parade ground of the military college. On August 10, 1782 they were slaughtered at Tuileries by a rebel horde of sans-culottes as the National Guard abstained from combat and watched.
	S

On the hot wet morning of June 20, 1789, the members of the new Assembly found the doors of their chamber locked and barred, with royal troops standing guard.
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	S

Royalist ex-deputies seized control of several departments and were conspiring with non-juring priests to rouse the people against the government; and émigrés were training an army of invasion in Koblenz, across the Rhine. They refused to take the loyalty oath.
	S

Wanting to change the tax code of France that had not been altered in 175 years, Louis called an Assembly of Notables, hurriedly dismissed them after he appealed to them for help he never got: no tax increase without political change they said. 144 of the most important men in France, most of them aristocrats wanted more power in exchange for financial aid.


	S

Numbering only some 400,000, these privileged gentlemen held all the public offices in the kingdom: only aristocrats could hold high ranks in the army and navy; only aristocrats were appointed to important posts in local governments; only aristocrats sat in the parlements. They became dagger-toting aristocrats or émigré.


	S

Three officers of the Bastille were butchered in the streets despite a promise of safe-conduct from the leaders of the mob.



	S

Most of them reflected the revolutionary theories of the eighteenth-century philosophers such as Jean Jacques Rousseau, who held that the king ruled not by the will of god but by the will of the people. Social Contract was the title of his political pamphlet.
	S  Marquis de Lafayette, regarded as a hero of the American Revolution, appointed commander of the Paris National Guard, gained the affection of the people, respect of the Assembly, confidence of the king, and he lost it all while giving way to his delusional visions of grandeur. Imprisoned by the Austrians.
	S      The deputies arrived on the morning of June 23, 1789 to discover the hall surrounded by French soldiers. Spectators were to be barred, and the king was to be the only speaker. Only recently the crack French Guards, who formed the Paris garrison, had refused to fight against their compatriots and had been imprisoned in their barracks.
	S

Landlords who resisted were killed or driven from their homes, and before long, a second wave of aristocratic refugees was streaming across the boarders of France to join Artois and other émigrés.



	S

Carrier, Terrorist of Nantes, proceeded to clear the prisons filled with Vendean counterrevolutionaries, without formalities of trial, by drowning their occupants in the Loire. His sarcastic reports to Paris brutally mentioned “miracles” because 90 priests had been drowned at Nantes. Total noyades may have exceeded 2000.


	S

Although he never discovered an element, as father of modern chemistry he named hydrogen and oxygen. Married a 14-year old girl. As an executive tax farmer he earned 100,000 francs per year. Guillotined in “a moment.”
	S

General Security Committee controlled by the police was the only government agency free of the Committee of Public Safety’s control. The appointed agents were not restrained by the decrees that frightened the Convention.


	S

Justine published in 1791 was Marquis Donatien Alphonse Francois de Sades’ most famous work, depicting graphically sexual encounters of a young girl. Spent 27 years in prison starting in the dungeon of Vincennes 13Feb1777. 1784 Bastille prison. Released from insane asylum at Charenton on April 2, 1790. Elected section secretary of his district in Paris. 1801 again arrested and sent to Charenton.

	S

The Committee of Public Safety decided to blot the memory of Lyons from the French minds. “The city of Lyons,” boldly declared one of the most remarkable documents of the Revolution “shall be destroyed.”


	S

A voice from the Jacobin Club pronounced “terror the order of the day.” Jacobins ruthlessly hunted down their political adversaries, especially the Girondists who fled in every direction, but within the limits of France. Effectively used water, fire, stone, stick, musket, cannon & the guillotine.
	S

At the bridge spanning the river at Varennes, the royal family’s flight came to an end. Jean Baptiste Drouet had roused the mayor and some National Guardsmen, and they had blocked the bridge with overturned carts. The fourth and final royalist plot to rescue Louis failed; the king was captured a short distance from the boarder.


	S

Catherine Theot was a harmless demented old woman who preached a mysterious religion to a circle of devotees, including the doctrine that she would presently give birth to a divine being. Absurd machinations by the Committee of General Security politically connected this hag with Robespierre.


